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wise; lie who has not these two upon earth is in very truth blind; say, what wonder
is it if his feet stray from the path ? ' * Trees on riverbanks, a woman without a pro-
tector, and kings who have no ministers, never enjoy long life.' * Like (religious)
peace of mind in knaves, wisdom in heretics, love in harlots, and friendship in scoun-
drels, even so a kingdom bereft of counsellors, a fortress without a store, ascetic
renunciation without knowledge, and good fortune after youth has fled, these four
things, let it be realized, are wholly fruitless.' Honors and gifts should always be given
(by a king) to the great and good; the words of the aged should be heeded, the noble
brahmans should be gratified; he should walk in the way of good conduct, and not
neglect the gods; he should look upon money which remains in his own possession as
uselessly wasted, for in some way or other, tho it be numbered by thousands, when
the time comes it will be destroyed. Being kind to the weak, the young, the aged,
the crippled, and the poor; putting down enemies, thieves, rascals, and deceivers; zeal-
ous for the welfare of cattle and of brahmans, and protecting those who come to him
as suppliants; true to his word, grateful for favors, dreading wickedness — so a king
should be. He should use any and every means to get an enemy into his power. He
must always consider all affairs of state with a minister. And the minister must be
a man who inherits the position from his family, who is beloved in the world, who knows
the fitting occasions for everything, who is pliant to the king's moods, who knows the
secrets of wise conduct, who is devoted to his lord's business, who is able to protect
the subjects, and who is agreeable to the courtiers. Once in olden time Bahugruta,
the minister of Xing Nanda, just by his good sense averted the murder of a brahman."
Here ends [in ike manuscripts] the fifth section
Then, being urged by the king to tell about this, that minister related the strange
adventures of King Nanda.
brief recension of V
Then many days past by. Yugarhdharl-grain [probably a kind of millet, cf. Weber,
ISt. 15.219, note 4] was sown there by a certain brahman, and it ripened. Then build-
ing a platform upon the spot where the throne was, the brahman went up to it. Now
at that time King Bhoja, amusing himself with the pleasures of the chase, came forth
upon that road. Seeing the king's retinue the brahman said: "Ho, come hither,
there are delightful cucumbers here, and delightful gourd-fruits; take as many as
you will." Hearing his words, the followers entered into the field, and began to take
as much as they chose. Then the brahman came down from the platform, and when
he lookt he saw the field trampled by the king's retinue. Seeing this the brahman
made a loud outcry: " Scoundrels, why are you robbing me ? Go off, go off, or I will
tell the king." Then the retinue were frightened and left the field as if in terror. But
the brahman mounted the platform again, and called to the retinue to return: " Ho,
why are you going ? Come back, come back." Thus when he mounted the platform
he desired to be generous, and when he came down he became a niggard. King Bhoja
heard of this circumstance; and thereupon the king also mounted the platform.
Straightway he felt an inclination to be generous; but when he came down, he be-
cjune niggardly [!]. Then the king reflected: " This is no common ground* And it
is said;

